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Chapter “The Docey-Doe” in “Cowboy Dances” written by Lloyd Shaw
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Later, it seems natural that the four would circle while
all facing in, and a new movement would be required before
they could conveniently swing their opposites with their
right, and the more complicated it was the more fun it would
be. So we find a form where each gentleman passes his lady
beyond the other lady (that is, each lady passes between the
opposite couple) from her partner’s right hand to his left,
then the two gentlemen swing in and pass each other back to
back, dos-a-dos, still holding their partners by the left hand
and continuing their pivots while keeping hold. They are
now in a position and swinging in a direction which makes
it inevitable to swing the opposite with the right and, of
course, to finish by swinging partners with the left. This,
to me at least, traces the evolution of the French dos-a-dos
to the Western docey-doe with complete satisfaction.

Start very simply and very slowly, if you would save
time. Let two couples stand holding hands in a circle of four,
each gentleman’s partner in his right hand, and the opposite
lady in his left. Now let each gentleman break his hold with
the opposite and pass his lady from right to left so that she
passes between the opposite gentleman and his partner, of
course, breaking holds with her partner to be able to do this,
and then the gentleman takes her left hand in his left; that
is, each gentleman passes his lady’s left hand from his right
hand to his left in such a way that at the moment of break
between his two hands she passes beyond the opposite lady,
and the opposite lady passes between him and his own lady.
Now he continues the motion by passing her around behind
him with his left hand, she, of course, doing a left turn. He
must not turn with her, but must keep facing the opposite
gentleman all the while. As she gets behind him he must, of
course, let go her hand. Otherwise he would have to pivot
around with her, and that would spoil everything. She con-
tinues encircling him, and as she comes around to his side she
is in a position to be taken by her right hand by the opposite
gentleman. So each gentleman passes his lady behind him

with his left, releases her to let her go on around behind
him, and reaches out with his right hand and takes the on-
coming opposite lady. He passes her behind him with his
right hand, releases her in the same manner so she can com-
plete encircling him, and takes his oncoming* partner with
his left. As he turns her he puts his right hand behind her
waist where her right hand palm upon her hip awaits it and
walks with her to whatever position the continuing dance
requires.
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RLTHBEELrY, AZ— MR, KEOMEREBKbodb o, ZWHIEF Ta—F—A0EME(E
HBE) | B L(FE 4, S—FF—0BRLAEAVET, CoL EBEERLEOHME, oY [a—F—
SADEME] ZRVTWET, ZN2ObBHEWVICGESEDD, AFELH LAY, KIFFHEIY ichlfzL 3 (5
B 5), EFEHMTIROME ., BIEE (2 —F —JA0EMB] (D VIZITAZ — PRFIC Y=} F—D IR
WD) REC 2 i/ £, I EATHI o Vo= F—0BEX 0V AMIE cBEHIL. MES A
(LOD=FE o ) Fs5tE » ) Z & £3(8 AD Do Paso 7L, Zot EFciiioa—F—IABRAET
2. 4 AD doceydoe 72 F7ZR A ER-A), CTTFEEL, MR a—F—FAcHR > . HELEE LK
HE X T(HH6), EFRERFEOBEDRERE T, A& — FREEETRZIZIEFR 20T, 12IT¥RTT, 208
T, HOHB 2 ETFHEOHE I E LTh S 2IcREET 2770, — AR, EF2BEEE, AN2LHME
TEMEH LI ICAA— 1+ F—0 BB Y ZRECWY 5, 2ok, BHEREFCLEDORIEEEYT 5 X 5 ic
V—FLEF, [BHUEOE] 1) —FDhdZoBThE~90 B ETREET 22035 ) T34, Bz [a—F
—XADENME] ZAVEZEEICLET,

RIC Do Paso D2 =1+ D [a—F— e GFEERE L C A= F—DfHEZAEET| TTH, ZORAX
— R (FHE 6) LR TG HE D EAMELTHEEL £ 5, A& — FHZ, KR [a—F— A DEME
(EERZB) ] B L, a—F—oRkLaEavEd, oL EBEILHONA, 2F) [a—F—IADE
Bl ZEeCTwES, AFL5 LERY, KEHEY ICHEs Lign 3 &, —BRLES S Lathabeickz) 3



(BE7), HFEUGE TR OB X, B [ =+ F—oEME(EESB) ] (22— F =3k T
A %M E, T BATHA, 2F 0= F—0 B X v IMIlE cEE L. FHEN R G LOD=MHE o
WrahlEl b A &M & £3(5HE8) 8 A0 DoPaso £ &, Toe EFTICLMED A= F—2BRXTT, 4 A0
doceydoe 77 & £ R A FTRA), T TFEREEL, L =P F—ici&S 0, HEEZEILIHREET(E
H9), AT ToRBEOREIRRIE, [2—F—IADEMB] »6 [N—+F—DOEME] £ TOH90° AT 7%
DT, 1BIEZOHT, ANEE RO E LT 90° DT OREE T 2720 CF, —hathid. AF28BwEE
. HA»SHAE TR ERMC XS K= F—0BEOR Y 2 RE WY 9, 2ok, BEdAF oD
FEHEZT 2 L1 —FLET, V—FDLEDEEDOL ZARPMEIZIHIC90° EHET 2 eM3H Y F9,

RBIC [ N—= R F =, h—=F 4= 2—vkT2] DIC, TTTHER - M F—2W2IfTEET, &
CTIDAZ—+ORWEOMERFRERALEL L 5, = FF—L OHEFROK TR AD T, BHVHSD [<
—FF—DENE] OHAERCTHET(FEE 8), BHL ) LoBERRER. foicmEdoTw2ikETT,
B RBEIC = b P2 ) DTk Ml E LT, Head boys, 1/2 left dosado % L 72256 &
Y ET, TOEEGEE S LBAWRMNICE T EbE LAY TTOTEREI), BFE&beoflmaiiLo2b, i
FALEL LI, REL. ko EhabeoRED L &, EFEHICHFC. BHEFELEEZRT, ~—+F—%HD
. EFES LERB R LET(BE10), 2 LTH—T4 ¥ — - 2—vi LADL(FEHE 11,12), A DAY
CFLOMBIRY T, hB, h—T4v— - ZF—viiE, TN F b HEWICEFEIY . BiEidE~m
00 Ay TADTATRTAZFIC X5 ICFEL oo, BHEAFE o AHICE &, — Ao T % [l
&L CHERERER L ZEHIES 2 /7 CREE L, REICAflZm < &, wIBIfEFT,



ik FH2H a—n
TJL—LT—7
docey-doe = — v
ZDEIC docey-doe D XX —a =L DNY T =3 a3 VPR IAWH>TWzDT, &
ic#EEES, BfERFELCTY, GRIE: Yoz —a -k, HEDIZITTRTOL —
FADICEEZEHE L X5IC L2 VKET 224 78% X5 TL, NEIZEIEZ 5L
THERT2DDE 1Y, B 2EEADREDOB L 2D 2oz TF, £/, B0 7 v
ToXSic, HEKAET, )
(D) Circle four and docey-doe.
(2) Four hands up and here we go,
Around and around and a docey-doe.
(3) Docey-doe with the gent you know,
Ladies go C and the gents go doe!
(4) Four hands round, and round you go.
The ladies go C and gents go doe!
(5) Four hands round,
Gents patter down,
Ladies step out,
And go to town.
(6) Four hands up and around you go,
Docey ladies and gents also.
(7) Four hands up and around we go,
Ladies docey — docey-doe!
(8) Break and circle four in a ring,
With a docey-doe and docey-ding!
(9) Four hands up and here we go
Around and around and a docey-doe.
Doe and a dough and a little more dough,
Chicken in a bread-tray pickin’ up the dough,
One more change and on we go.
(10) Circle four — ladies doe and the gents say “no.”
Chicken in a bread-tray pickin’ up the dough,
Some use a shovel and some grab a hoe,
One more change and on we go.
(11) Four hands up and here we go,

Around and around and a docey-doe.



(12)

(13)

(14)

(15)

(16)

(17)

Hurry up boys and don’t be slow,

You'll never get to heaven if you don’t do so.

One more change and on you go.

BHO2TIITHnL 5 IcHlczs2edd T

You'll never kiss your uncle if you don’t do so.

One more change and on you go.
Circle four in the middle of the floor,
Half way round as you did before.
Ladies doe and the gents you know,
Hurry up boys and roll your dough!
Docey lady and docey gent,

Docey lady and on you went,

Docey lady and a docey-doe,

Docey lady and on you go!

The ladies doe and the gents you know,
By gosh! You ought to know,

With a million doses of docey-doe.
One more change and on you go!

Up the river and around the bend,
Four hands half and goin’ again.
Ladies doe and the gents you know.
One more change and home you go!
Ladies doe and the gents you know,
Four hands up and around you go!
Around and around and a docey-doe.
Circle four

And swing your opposite with your right,
Now your partner with the left,

And on to the next.
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